DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

with admiring wonder at the ingenious structure and
offices of the bodily organs. Besides, in case of sudden
illness you could do something useful before the
doctor arrived. Of course, when, like her mother
one was " surrounded " with eminent doctors, such
knowledge was unnecessary, but for others it was most
desirable, and she set her own course. She founded a
central " Ladies' Union " in Darmstadt with branches
throughout Hesse for training of nurses in hospitals
and private practice, who in time of war would serve
in the military hospitals. She was the head of the
Central Committee on which women and doctors sat
together.

There was another question, touching herself even
more intimately, on which her own conscience must
be her only directing authority : neither her mother
nor her beloved Louis could give her guidance. She
had been brought up to accept the creed of orthodox
Christianity without question, and there presently
came to her that inward necessity, known to many
such, of determining for herself whether her belief
was sincere, or whether, in accepting it emotionally,
she was not stifling intellectual honesty. Christianity
to her was not a profession to be made lightly. If
she could not embrace its essential doctrines with her
whole soul and without reservation it became a
meaningless lip-service which it was a clear duty to
abandon. While this struggle to be herself was
going on there came to Darmstadt the eminent critic
on the historical foundations of Christianity, Frederick
David Strauss, with whom she formed a close friend-
ship. He was engaged in writing a series of lectures
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